A better headset microphone for judges
       Being an “old school” adjudicator, I have relied on the hand-held cassette for all my judging (once tick sheets disappeared, that is). It was convenient, self-contained, and virtually trouble-free. With the need to write commentary as programs progressed in front of me, this became a problem. I saw a variety of headsets in use and decided to find one that not only allowed understandable commentary without any extra hassles, but also was comfortable and dependable.

       Many of the headsets available included a built-in earphone, much like a cell phone headset. As I want to hear the music with my OWN ears, that option was out. Finally, I discovered my present headset at Radio Shack.

Since I started using it, I’ve been asked by a number of judges where they might purchase one, so here is the information:

Radio Shack Headset Microphone with Gooseneck Boom 

part #: 33-3012

price: $29.97 plus tax, shipping, etc.

available: at any Radio Shack store, or at www.radioshack.com 

       The headset comes with a long extension cord containing an on-off switch and a small battery inside it to power the unit’s condenser microphone. If you have a cassette recorder that says “plug in power” where the microphone’s jack plugs in, the extension cord/battery isn’t needed. Most cassette recorders made in the last decade have this feature. The basic cord is long enough to allow a judge to fit the recorder in a pocket or on a belt clip. When seated, the extension cord isn’t needed either, if one is careful. Not careful or like to move around a bit when you judge? Just use the extension cord, though I recommend taping the switch to “on” if you do.

       The headset slips around the back of one’s head and around the ears, secured by only two small temple pads. Also included is an adjustable Velcro strap that seems unnecessary in normal use. If the fit becomes uncomfortable, I’ve seen judges, myself included, just place the headset around their neck. For outside use, there is no problem with wearing a hat as well.

       Finally, one quirk has been noted. The microphone, mounted on a flexible stalk, is of high quality and, if set too close to one’s mouth, will cancel out virtually all background noise except one’s voice. After being told by a staff that they couldn’t hear the music at all when I spoke, I moved the microphone away from my mouth by a few inches. Problem solved.

       If you’re willing to spend the money for this microphone, I think that you’ll find it well worth the expense. Now that I’ve used it for over a year, there is no way that I’d go back to “old school.”

Noel Young

